CHAPTER VIE
THE HEAD OF THE WEDDELL SEA:   HLCHNER IN THE
DEUTSCHLAND *
GERMANY had taken no part in Antarctic exploration since
the return of the Gauss in 1903 until the publication in 1909
of Dr. WilhelmFilchner's well-conceived scheme. This not
only included the attainment of the Geographical Pole but sought
to solve a problem of greater scientific value. It was uncertain
whether the Antarctic continent was a single vast land-mass or
whether a channel, connecting the two known indentations of the
Ross and Weddell Seas, divided it into two smaller portions.
Filchner's original conception was one which Dr. Bruce had
suggested. There were to be two ships in wireless communica-
tion with each other. The main party was to sail as far south as
possible in the little-known Weddell Sea, effect a landing, and set
out upon a southern sledge journey* The second ship would
enter the Ross Sea and send out a supporting party to meet the
others near the Pole.
In spite of support from the Reichstag and the press, the funds
necessary to equip this ambitious scheme were not forthcoming,
and a modified programme had to be adopted. This, after friendly
conversations with Captain Scott and Dr. Bruce, took the form
essentially of the Weddell Sea part of the plan only. In this rela-
tively unknown region there were great possibilities, and Filchner
aimed at making explorations which should throw light on the
relations between East and West Antarctica.
A Norwegian sailing ship, barque-rigged with auxiliary engines,
built in 1905 for ice navigation and previously known as the B/orn,
was purchased and renamed the Deutschland. Captain Richard
Vahsel was appointed Master. In addition to officers and crew
the personnel included five scientists and two medical doctors; it
totalled thirty-five all told.
The expedition sailed from Hamburg on May 3rd, 1911, fo*
Buenos Aires, which was reached on September yth, a foil pro-
gramme of oceanographical work being earned out on the way,
1 This is the first extended account of Dr. Filchner's expedition in English,
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